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PREFACE.

\

Tue Divine Founder of Religion declared, that
his children in this world should ever be subjected
to persecution. That wicked men should appear in
every age, who would think they did God’s work
when they engaged in persecuting and oppressing
God’s people. The verification of this divine
prophecy is at once an irrefragable proof of the
truth of the Christian religion, and a triumphant
argument to establish the great fact, which is at
present the subject of so much earnest inquiry
.amongst the learned and the pious, that the Cath-
olic Church is the one true Church of Christ. We
need not, indeed, have recourse to the unity, sanc-
tity, catholicity, or apostolicity of Catholicism, to
prove its divine origin, or its ever-continued divine
protection ; for, if we only read what Christ has
foretold regarding what his Church should suffer in
this world, and then peruse, with attention, the his-
tory of the continued sufferings and ever-successful
struggles of the Catholic Church, we shall find no
difficulty in discovering that she, and no other, is
the Church in which alone are verified the clear
prophecies which dropped from the lips of Jesus
Christ.

Our blessed Lord has declared, that kis Church
should be ever persecuted. — John xvi. 1,2; 2 Tim.
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iii. 12; Matth. v. 11 ; Matth. vii.24. The Catholic
is the only Church which has never been a day, an
hour, without suffering in some shape or other;
therefore, the Catholic Church is the only true
Church of Christ, for there can be but one true
Church in the world. Such is the trinmphant and
unanswerable argument of the Catholic. Should
any one be disposed to dispute our minor propo-
sition, we ask him to. point out any one Church, ex-
cept ours, which has continually suffered persecu-
tion from the time of Christ to the present day.
Is it not true, we ask him, that all those things
called churches, which_differed in faith from the
Catholic Church, and which appeared in the world
at various periods since the time of Christ, were
only ephemeral human institutions, without even a
particle of that divine, ever-enduring vitality with
which Christ endued his true Church ? Isit not true,
that the more modern forms of heresy, whether Lu-
theran or Calvinistic, are, comparatively speaking,
only the creatures of yesterday? Where were they
during the first fifteen hundred years of Christianity ?
and, if they had no existence during all that time,
except in the heated brain of the fanciful fanatic, it
must be evident, even to the child, that neither any
one, nor all of these churches continually suffered per-
secution from the time of Christ to the present day,
since it is perfectly evident that what did not exist
could not be persecuted. Nay, we may add without
fear of contradiction, that all ancient as well as all
modern bodies of heretics and schismatics, so far
from a%pearing to be the true Church, by continu-
ally suffering persecutions, have ever been, and still
are, the most active, insidious, cruel, and persevering
Eersecutors of the Catholic Church. Of this we

ave demonstrative proof even in our own times.

In Catholic France, Belgium, and Germany, Prot-
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estants of all shades, as well as the children of
Protestants, infidels of every class, enjoy perfect
freedom. Whilst the narrow-minded minister of
insulting England, backed by a tyrannical mass of
bigotry, is belying all his former professions and
policy, by forging chains for the limbs of Catholics
— chains which Catholics despise — which they
know how to burst and trample under foot —'but
chains which will ever remain as a perpetual proof
that Protestantism and persecution are one and the
same thing; and that if Catholics are loyal, they
owe that virtue to their heavenly religion, not to the
gracious, liberal, or protecting smile of any Protes-
tant ruler, and, least of all, to the false-hearted and
insidious personage who at present, under our sov-
ereign, rules the destinies of Great Britain.

The other part of our minor proposition cannot
be called in question by any one having even the
slightest acquaintance with ecclesiastical history.
Twelve men, commissioned by Jesus Christ, enlight-
ened and strengthened by the Holy Spirit of God,
walk forth to convert a world contaminated by the
most frightful idolatry, and wallowing in every spe-
cies of corruption. They are opposed, imprisoned,

ersecuted. They have no arms but God’s holy
ord — no gospel but that of a crucified God-man.
The whole world is opposed to them —the odds
against them are fearful —nature and hamanity
tremble for their success— yet, in spite of all, re-
ligion advances. The voice of these twelve, terri-
fying as thunder, rapid as lightning, traverses and
subdues the whole earth; Christians are multiplied
with such celerity, that Tertullian remarks, that the
cross had made more vassals to the Roman Empire
than its most fortunate Emperors had ever subdued
by the power of the sword. The cross is planted
in every clime, and every where it grows, and

b *
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blooms, and produces fruit. The apostles are un-
cultivated, yet they confound sages; ignorant, yet
they unravel the most ingenious sophistry ; weak,
yet their courage fatigues the ingenuity of the per-
secutor. Idols crumble before them into dust; man
is astonished, without knowing why, to find him-
self Christian. The reason of this wonderful suc-
cess must be evident.. God had spoken; and, as
at the sound of his creating voice, the universe
sprung from the bosom of nothing, so he had only
to bless his apostles, and his Church, a new spirit-
ual world, stood forth all beautiful in the midst of
nations. His promises, and the assistance of his
Holy Spirit at her first council in Jerusalem, were
the sure pledges that God would watch over and
forever preserve his new house of Israel. The
cloud of light which hung over the tabernacle of
another covenant, was a figure of ihe divine assist-
ance the Church should ever receive in the propa-
gation of truth; neither cabal, nor interest, nor
sophistry, nor ambition, could ever trouble the holy
harmony of her apostles or bishops. The assaults
of Paganism, heresy, and infidelity, only served to
purify the Church, to summon into action her holy
watchmen, who, with the sovereign Pontiff as their
marshal and chief, have ever preserved her pure as
the spouse of Christ, without spot or wrinkle. As
God’s word pledged to his Church is unchangeable,
80 his Church is immortal. Heaven and earth may
pass away, but one word that he has uttered shall
never pass away. :
Must she not have perished a thousand and a
thousand times, had not the Lord defended her
from the fury of those who had sworn her destruc-
tion ? — perpetually suffering, under the sword, the
torture, and the flames, she seemed only to exist
that her children might learn to weep, and suffer,
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and pray. Her first pastors had scarcely announced
the Gospel, when the universe was armed against
it ; edicts were published, Christians were seized,
executioners were fatigued with the work of de-
struction, and the most barbarous deaths were
devised, to frighten Christianity from the face of
the earth ; some were torn to pieces by wild beasts,
others were wrapped in pitch, and used as torches
to illumine the streets of infidel cities. Nero
steeped his empire in Christian blood —he reck-
oned his days by the tortures he inflicted; and his
successors, inheriting the spirit of his refined cru-
elty, used every means for the destruction of Chris-
tianity. What, but God, could save the Church
from annihilation, during a bloody persecution of -
three hundred years, maintained against her by the
Roman emperors? What tears did she not mingle
with the blood of her children, which was shed by
that destroying angel, Julian the Apostate ? Could
even the emissaries of hell devise more effectual
means to extirpate the Christian name, than did the
Iconoclast and Arian princes? Such was the havoe
made in these persecutions, amongst the children
of the Catholic Church, that her martyrs alone
amount to thirty thousand for every day in the
year ; martyrs, whose blood, as a holy Pontiff re-
marks, was like the chosen seed which perishes,
only to produce fruits' a hundred fold. It was
thus that God’s Church suffered continually, until
Constantine ascended the throne, when the blood-
stained arm of Paganism ceased, at least, compar-
atively speaking, its work of destruction.

One enemy is overthrown, but the Church is
doomed still to suffer —still to triumph. She has
escaped from enemies, she must now suffer from
false friends. Arius denies the divinity of Christ;
the infidel, Julian, attempts to sap the foundations



viil PREFACE.

of religion; Pelagius attacks grace; heretic after
heretic, schismatic after schismatic appear and dis-
appear, and each in his turn aims a deadly blow at
the spouse of Jesus. Luther, Calvin, Knox, and
their disciples, follow up the work of destruction,
and employ every mean, even the most unjust,
wicked, and cruel, to abolish not one, but every
article of the Christian faith. Three apastate profli-
gates involve a great part of Europe in heresy and
schism, and separate whole nations from the eom-
munion of the Church. Since that time what have
we not suffered — what has the Church of God not
had to endure? Nothing, says a-candid writer, ex-
ceeds our sufferings in all the codes of Pagan per-
“secution. The laws that were enacted, says he,
against Catholics, sought their object through every
variety of moral turpitude — they offered premiums
for the blackest perfidy, and rewards for the basest
passions. They tempted the son to the plunder or
murder of the parent, and led him to perdition;
with a bribe they polluted the sanctity of private
life, and tore asunder all the charities of kindred.
It was made penal to teach the rudiments of knowl-
edge, and reading and writing, in Catholics, were
condemned as incompatible with the prosperity of
the reformed religion. They banished the Priest
from his altar, levelled or desecrated his temple,
compelled him to assemble his scattered and terri-
fied flock under the canopy of the wild mountain
rock, and even there he was not safe from the eagle
eye of his bloodthirsty enemy. The enmity of his
persecutors was more cruel and detestable, because
more cold and calculating, than the slaughter of the
‘Waldenses, or the massacre of St. Bartholomew.
It surrounded its victims every where with a net of
cruelty, affixed a brand upon them which disgraced
them in public and in private, consumed their prop-
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erties, destroyed their comforts, and visited them
with reckless and remorseless ruin.

‘We could write for years, and find abundant
matter, even in Protestant historians, to harrow up
every fine feeling of humanity, with details of the
most hideous enormities, practised even in our own
Three Kingdoms, under the sanction of the Refor-
mation, against the Catholic Church. We could
exhibit before you tortured Priests, rnined temples,
plundered families, wretches wailing their lost sub-
sistence, or writhing in mortal agony on the steel
of Protestant bayonets. We could show you the
profaned and polluted altar, surrounded by the tor-
tured victims of Protestant vengeance, professing
the true faith, whilst their blood flowed in torrents
around the altar of their God.— Taylor’s Hist.
Civil Wars ir Ireland, vol. i. p. 67; Curry’s Review
of Civil Wars in Ireland, p. 9, (note;) Historical
Review, chap. ii. (note;) Bourke's Hibernia Domin-
icana ; Milner’s Letters to a Prebendary, Letter I'V.
(note;) Carew Pacata Hibernia, p. 358. 1 have
read, says a profound writer, the persecutions of
Nero, Domitian, Genseric, and Attila—1I have
compared them with those inflicted by the Refor-
mation on the Catholics of Great Britain, and I
protest, befcre God, that the latter exceed in dura-
tion, extent, and intensity, all that was ever endured
for conscience’ sake. 'There is really nothing, says
the learned Dr. Johnson, in all the ten persecutions
of the early Christians, that exceeds the barbarity
with which the Catholics of these countries have
been treated during the last three hundred years.
Speaking of the laws enacted against the Catholic
religion, the eloquent Burke exclaims, « Never did
any thing more savage proceed from the perverted
ingenuity of man.” o

There aré, héwever, other kinds of persécution
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to which we must shortly allude, and then our ar-
gument will be complete. The shedding of Cath-
olic blood, the confiscation of Catholic property,
and the banishment of Catholics from their native
land, have ceased, or nearly so. But other, and in
some cases more galling, kinds of persecution are
carried on with unrelenting bitterness and desperate
perseverance. Some of our enemies systematically
trade in the misrepresentation of our religion, and
with both tongue and pen labor like fiends to poison
Catholics, and to deter the sincere Protestant from -
examining and embracing the true faith. A heart-
less Protestant persecution of three hundred years’
duration having deprived us of all worldly advan-
tages, and reduced all who clung to the Church of
ages to a state of almost absolute poverty, educa-
tion, the study of the arts and sciences, became for
Catholics almost an impossibility. Our landed
proprietors had been plundered, our churches de-
molished, our church property handed over to the
ministers of a State-created Church, the mere crea-
ture of an Actof Parliament. We were permitted
to live merely as hewers of wood and drawers of
water. We were shut out of every place of trust
or emolument. The army, the navy, the bar, the
legislature, the universities, the. home and foreign
posts of - importance ; in a word, every honorable or
lucrative office, down to the position of an excise
officer or sergeant of police, were refused to Cath-
olics, unless they bartered their faith for the Gov-
ernment thirty pieces of silver. We were allowed
to shed our blood as common soldiers for the honor
of a crown which oppressed and degraded us — to
win glorious naval victories for a Government which
hated and plundered us — to preserve the peace of
cities whose magistrates denied us even common
justice —to cultivate the soil, and it our own soil,
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for the rapacious Government minions who had
robbed us of our natural and inalienable inherit-
ance. In fine, to support, as in Ireland, an alien,
immoral, and bloated establishment, which presents
an anomaly unequalled for its absurdity, deformity,
or ruinous consequences in any portion of the civ-
ilized globe —an establishment which is a mere
staff of unconsecrated Government tools called
Bishops, with a host of orderless and missionless
men named ministers, who, as they have no congre-
gation, seem to have no other duty to perform for
their rich benefices, than to act as a sort of genteel
Government police in black uniforms —a color
truly indicative of the duties of their ministry;
which are, to misrepresent a Catholic people —to
riot in the fat of the land, whilst the poor are starv-
ing around them —to bribe the hungry man to
abandon his faith for a mess of pottage — to plun-
der him of the very pottage which forms the bribe ;
and, finally, if he will not deny his faith, to crown
their charitable efforts by branding him with the
kind designation of savage, and writing down as
an obstinate idolater one who probably is the real
owner of the very soil on which they now fatten,
but who, by a wonderful permission of Providence,
is allowed to perish of hunger, because he is faith-
ful to his God, and his bones left to bleach on the
fertile fields of his own native land, because he
clings to the Church of his fathers.

Nor is it in this country alone, where sects are
literally devouring one another, that religion has
been lately persecuted. The Infidel, the Soeialist,
the man of no religion, who hates truth because it
is truth; the unprincipled statesman, who, to the
oppression of Catholics at home, adds the insidious
villany of exciting Catholics abroad against their
paternal and legitimate superiors; are all, all busily
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engaged in a determined struggle to put down Ca-
tholicism. Indeed, earth and hell never seemed more
affectionately combined to annihilate the religion of
Jesus than at the present day. The Vicar of Christ
is assailed, his Bishops are insulted and exiled, by
empty-headed statesmen, who seem to think that
the safety of the State depends upon the destruc-
tion of the Church. The pastors of the Church,as
in the case of the Jesuits, who labored to save
youth from the ravenous wolves of Socialism, are
robbed, maltreated, banished. Their faithful chil~
dren are beset on all sides by the emissaries of
error ; and when these find our piety, our faith too
strong for them — when they fail to make f})erverts
amongst the instructed, they direct their fiendlike
energies for the destruction of the widow, the or-
phan, the hungry and homeless wanderer. They
will feed him on the husks of the prodigal, if he
will give them his soul in return; but even these
husks he will not be allowed to taste — no, he will
be allowed to perish on the highway, unless as a
hypocrite he externally denies his God, or as a- Judas,
sells his Savior for the thirty pieces of silver.

Add now to this appalling picture, the dreadful
havoc that has ever been made in the Church by
the crimes and scandals of some of her own diso-
bedient children ; .scandals which have warred per-
haps more effectually against the spouse of Jesus
than all the other persecutions she had to endure.
Consider this matter well, and you will have a full
and clear conception of all-the sufferings of the
Church of Christ. You- will be ready to ask,
‘Where is there in the world any other perpetually
existing, perpetually suffering, yet perpetually pros-
pering body of Christians, in whose history the
prophecy of Christ, that his children should ever be
persecuted, yet that they should conguer the world
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as he did, can by any ingenuity or even plausibility
be verified? These now telling prophecies were
not realized in the short-lived Arian, Greek, or Nes-
torian Churches, any more than they are in the
modern State engine called the Church of England,
which, clothed in purple and fine linen, like the
rich glutton, feasts sumptuously every day. Nor
are they verified in that half-starved modification of
Paganism, the State tool of Scotland, which, be-
sides being the creature of yesterday, a mere human
invention, has neither creed, nor prayer, nor sacra-
ments, nor sacrifice; nor, in fine, are the above
prophecies verified in any of the late more absurd
forms of heresy, from Methodism down to Mormon-
ism, which are only the malodqrous effluvia neces-
sarily escaping from their decaying parents. No,
it is not amongst these we can find the ever per-
secuted, vet still triumphant Church of Christ;
amongst these there is no triumph; Calvinism is
passing rapidly into infidelity, whilst England is
daily depositing her chosen sons in the bosom of
the Catholic Church. -

The Catholic Church algne has ever overcome
and outlived her enemies; her present position is
even more glorious than it was at any former pe-
riod. Ore in her faith, her morality, her liturgy,
her discipline, and her government. Holy in her
head, her doctrine, her members, her sacraments.
Apostolical as to her orders, mission, and teaching.
Catholic as to time, place, and truth. She occupies
such an exalted position on the earth, that she is at
once an object of terror to those who hate Christ,
and the joy and glory of her millions of children
—children of every clime, every color, every lan-
guage, numerous as the sands of the sea. Her sov-
ereign Pontiff is the father of more than two hun-
dred millions. The fold is daily extending under

b
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the apostolic guidance of Peter’s successor. To
all the ends of the earth he sends forth Bishops,
and their labors are crowned with success. Noble
temples, with altars, dedicated to the -God of truth,
are being raised by men of all classes and all col-
ors, even in regions hitherto unknown. To-day,
like Peter, the Pontiff is in prison ; to-morrow, like
the same apostle, liberated by an angel, he preaches
the faith through some newly-appointed Bishop to
the negro of Africa, or the Red Indian of America.
To-day England plots his ruin, to-morrow he plants
twelve new churches, with twelve Bishops and a
Cardinal, in the very heart of the country which
sought his destruction. To-day he is threatened
with annihilation by Act of Parliament for giving
titles to his new Bishops, to-morrow he gives other
and new titles which the State can neither give nor
destroy, and this in the very teeth of Parliamentary
enactments. To-day he is told that he is a Prince
without power, to-morrow he will not permit his
sons to be corrupted, either as to faith or morals,in
the godless colleges of the most powerful country
in the world. To-day fhe holy Pontiff appoints an
Archbishop for England; heresy gives one wild
yell, and proceeds to enact persecuting laws; to-
morrow an Archbishop is given to America, and
liberal America rejoices at the honor conferred.
Yes, infidelity may rage like a tempest around
God’s Church, heresy may shout for persecuting
laws, Socialism may labor to sap her foundations,
all will be vain. Christ is her head, Pius her di-
rector; as such he will continue to announce truth
to cities contaminated with debauchery, and they
will become chaste— to nations lost in drunken-
ness,and they will become sober. He will expound
charity to the bloodthirsty savage, and the dagger
shall drop from his nerveless arm ; he will preach
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alms to the rich, and the widow and the orphan will ,
be crowned with abundance ; he will announce the
mysterious faith of Jesus, and the world will be-
lieve ; he will denounce every worldly affection and
passion, and the world itself will submit to his
decision.

O Catholics, what a glorious Church is ours!
What arm but that of God could save her from her
persecutors? 'What power but Ais could make her
at once ever suffering, yet ever triumphant; ever
struggling with the wolves of Paganism, infidelity,
heresy ; ever combating, yet ever conquering and
gaining them? Whence this wonderful triumph ?
If no terrible warrior, no invincible army, no power
of the throne, no worldly interest of kings, no lib-
erty in faith, no laxity in morals, have contributed
to the success of this astonishing result, but have,
on the contrary, ever combined to paralyze the la-
bors and erase the very name of the Catholic
Church — if, I say, all this were the case, we must
necessarily conclude that, as the prodigy exceeds
every created power, it must remain the work of
Uncreated Omnipotence. When you ask, with
Isaiah, who hath wrought these wonders? we must
answer, with him, it was the Holy One of Israel.
He breathed on the enemies of his Church the -
breath of his anger, and their designs were frus-
trated, their efforts paralyzed ; each successive her-
esy lasted only for a time; the Nestorians, the
Eutychians, the Carpocratians, have long since
been forgotten; many of the ancient heresies we
know now only by name, and the more modern are
hurrying fast into the same tomb of oblivion. They
are the work of man, and as man they are mortal ;
but the truth of the Lord is still triumphant. Ca-
tholicism still lives, still flourishes, still increases,
because the truth of the Lord remaineth forever
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His Church has passed, like pure gold, through the
ordeal of every fiery trial, that her truth, purity, and
immortality might be placed beyond the sphere of
every possible doubt. :

The inference from what we have said is clear.
Christ has declared that his one Church should ex-
ist always — Matth. xxviii. 20; that his Holy Spirit
would teach her all truth forever; that the gates of
fell should never prevail against her ; that she should
be ever persecuted, (John xv. 18,) yet that she should
ever conquer the world as he did. But the Catholic
is the only Christian Church on earth which has ever
existed, which has ever taught the same doctrine,
which has never failed, which has ever been and is
now persecuted, and which, in spite of all opposition
from earth and hell, has ever triumphed, and does
now triumph ; therefore, the Catholic is the one true
Church of Christ.

Catholics, we must not, however, imagine that
the struggleisover. No. The Savior, who told us
we should pray always, has informed us that our
struggle must be perpetual, that we must ever fight,
yet never succumb. True, the storms which threat-
ened the fairest portions of the Church, during the
last four years, have passed away. True, these
storms, instead of destroying, as sectarians hoped,
the Church of God, have only served to bring out
her fair portions, to render her glorious, by the ex-
hibition of a martyred Bishop of Paris dying to
save his children — an exiled Bishop of Turin en-
during banishment rather than sacrifice the sacred
privileges of the Church of God to an infidel Gov-
ernment. True, the infamous persecuting bill of
England will only serve to show the spirit of cow-
ardly persecution inseparable from heresy, the un-
dying love of Catholics for their faith, the impossi-
bility of crushing or destroying the Church of God,
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and the courage with which we can despise any
law which has for its object the persecution of ten
millions of God’s children. True, Germany, Prus-
sia, France, and Spain, have learnt that Socialist
schools do not make good children, good parents, or
good subjects ; that they are themselves busily en-
gaged in destroying the fetters they lately forged for
the Church, and are hastily transferring their sons
from infidel to Christian universities. True, the
wild howl of heresy which lately proclaimed that the
Beast had fallen, that Babylon was destroyed, has
sunk into the half-smothered growl of disappoint-
ment and shame at the existing glorious proof that
the prophets were prophets of Satan; that Rome
is still the fortress of Christianity ; that the cross
still triumphs where the eagle soared ; and that Pe-
ter’s successor still rules the world with all the calm
dignity, all the unflinching firmness, all the august
solemnity of the vicar of Christ.

Yes, Catholics, all this is true. Still we must
not fancy we have no enemies now to encounter.
We have enemies. Christ has enemies whom we
must encounter and overcome. We have a de-
bauched Church of England, which, spending not
one penny either on the house of God or the poor,
uses all its influence to corrupt and destroy God’s
children. 'We have pulpits ringing in all directions
with infamous slanders, delivered with apparent
earnestness, by clever but pharisaical emissaries of
error. We are literally inundated with lying tracts,
teeming from a thousand corrupt presses, exhibiting
a monstrous compound of cant, misrepresentation,
and calumny. We have in Dublin a magdalen
asylum of converts from Rome, striking right and
left in their drunken orgies against the mother
who bore them.. We have in London a couple of
barefaced renegades, literally grinning out lies of

b
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the most atrocious kind against the Holy Church,
which baptized, nursed, fed, and educated them.
‘We have gentlemen with no religion; ladies who
pretend to be all religion ; State guides who hate
us, because we neither can nor will admit a lay su-
premacy in spiritual matters; State ministers who
are of one religion in England and another in
Scotland, who decorate a Puseyite church in one
quarter and patronize a Calvinistic conventicle
in another, and who would pretend to favor us
also, would we only permit the wolf to scatter our
flocks.

Yes, Catholics, we have all this to contend with.
But, above and before all, we have to struggle
against a monster enemy; an enemy becoming.
greater, more dangerous every day; an enemy, the
direct offspring of heresy — emphatically the bastard
of the Reformation. This enemy is, that so preva-
1ent indifference about God and religion, which is
the prolific mother of Socialism and Infidelity.
Shallow, interested statesmen, who see only them-
selves in all they do, who desire only to fret out
their little hour on the political stage, with a sharp
eye to their own 1interests, without the smallest de-
sire to secure the republic against future disasters,
either cannot or will not see the disastrous storms the
ship of the State will have soon to encounter. No
man of sense can now have even a lingering respect
for the bloated thing called the English Church; no
person of education or piety can think of Calvin-
ism, either bond or free, except in so far as he may
see in it a sanctimonious effigy of heathenism
clothed in the Sunday robes of Pharisaism. Do,
then, away with the solid morality, the everlasting
code of God’s law taught by the Catholic Church;
do this, and you sap the foundations of society.
Indifference and infidelity teach a real contempt
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for authority; God is despised, and kings will be
trampled on; God’s law is hated, and the laws of
men will be violated ; man will see only his own
interest, his neighbor’s property will only whet his
appetite ; his neighbor’s life will be only a secondary
consideration as often as the latter stands in the
way of ambition : he would, according to his creed,
be a fool not to shed blood when his interest re-
quires it ; his fellow-men become imbued with his
principles — anarchy succeeds subordination — vice
takes the place of virtue — what was sacred is pro-
faned — what was honorable becomes disgraceful
— might becomes right — youth despises age —
wisdom is folly — subjection to authority is laughed
at as a foolish dream — crowns are trampled under
foot — thrones are overturned — nations steeped
in blood — society is stabbed to the heart, by the
ruffian assassin called Socialism — it reels, stag-
gers, and sinks a bleeding victim to the ground, ex-
piring, like the suicide, by the wound itself had
inflicted ! : .

What, then, Catholics, is our duty, since evils of
such magnitude threaten society on all sides? In
Catholic countries much has been done, and is
being done every day, to check the progress of
opinions fraught with so many dangers. France,
Austria, Prussia, Spain, and Italy, are even now
partially reaping the fruit of their wholesome expe-
rience and solid Christian instruction. Socialism
warred against religion, and has been defeated.
The Antichrist of infidelity threatened the destruc-
tion of all that was religious, good, or great; but
the well-instructed and disciplined soldiers of Christ,
headed by the successor of Peter, like Israel’s king
of old, defeated and utterly routed the Philistines.
By what means has this fortunate result been at-
tained? The reply is evident. It was obtained by
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the energy and zeal of the instructing body in the
Church — that precious body who are ever em-
ployed in communicating sound Christian instruc-
tion to God’s people. The mass of Christians in
Catholic countries are well informed as to the du-
ties which they owe to God, their neighbors, and
themselves: and hence, under the guidance of God,
and aided by his strength and grace, they have pre-
vailed. From this fact, we may easily learn what
is to be our duty. We have seen that we are not
like the people on the Continent, who have only
Socialism to contend with. O, no, we are sur-
rounded on all sides by enemies even more plausi-
ble, and certainly more desperate and unscrupulous,
than all the votaries of pure, open’ infidelity. We
must, then, have recourse to the arms that have se-
cured the triumph of our Catholic brethren in other
countries ; we must unceasingly, and with untiring
energy, impart full, clear, and comprehensive Chris-
tian instruction, not only’to our own children, but
to all who will either hear or read. Whilst the en-
emy is sowing the tares of vice so busily in teaching
evil, we must not only labor to root out his weeds,
but prepare the soil and sow it abundantly with
good grain ; every possible attention must be paid
to educational establishments in general, but above
all other considerations, we must labor, as the Apos-
tles of heaven, to give our youth a solid Christian
education. Let us be assured that they know their
duties to God, to their neighbors, and to them-
selves ; and they will then, but not till then, be true
and good Christians. In being good and true
Christians, they will be good children, good parents,
good servants, good masters, good wives, good hus-
bands; and the necessary consequence of all this
will be, that all will prove good members of society.
The crown will not be insulted, the throne will be
secure.
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Let us not, Catholics, be distracted nor deterred
from the performance of this sacred duty, by the
thousand and one petty persecutions we have daily
to sustain. No; but let pastors labor with the zeal
and fire of apostolic times, to imbue the minds of
all with true Christian knowledge, with fervent
piety, and earnest devotion. Let the people eagerly
seek truth from the lips of their pastors, and with
exactitude and perseverance observe the counsels
of those who were to be the depositaries of super-
natural knowledge, and the expositors of the law
of God. Let all, pastors and peaple, act on these
principles, and we shall have no reason to dread
the result. If we do our duty, God will never
abandon us; if true, devoted soldiers of the cross,
we fight in his cause, we shall, we must triumph,
for when God is with us, who can be against us?
He has solemnly pledged his word for our success ;
we have the sincerity of that pledge tested by a
continued victory extending over eighteen hundred
years of persecution. Let us, then, under the ban-
ner of Jesus, still struggle, and ultimate victory is
certain. We have the word of an all-powerful
God as our security, and heaven and earth may
" pass away, but one word that he has uttered sh
never pass away. .

It was to contribute our mite to this great object
that we undertook — whether wisely or not has yet
to be proved — to present the public with the follow-
ing compendium of Montpellier's catechetical in-
structions. To have given a translation of a work
8o voluminous would have been to place it beyond
the reach of the poor, for whom we labor, and who,
after all, form the real body of the Church here,
and will be the true trophies of the cross hereafter.
Some of the rich do their duty, and those who do
it at all do it nobly, but the battle in these coun~
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tries is to be fought by the humble- followers of
Jesus, the engagement is to be sustained by them,
and our triumph will assuredly be the almost exclu-
sive fruit of their liberality, their prayers, and their
devotion towards the good cause.

In Catholic countries, works treating of Christian
instruction are not only numerous, but comprehen-
sive, and so cheap as to be easily obtained ; so that

-works on this subject, the most complete of their
kind, are at all times within the reach of the hum-
bler classes. In our own country, however, owing
to the persecutions we have had to endure, and the
poverty to which these persecutions have reduced
us, a general course of instruction can scarcely be
found in any one work. That our writings might
be within. the reach of our people by their cheap-
ness, we have hitherto been compelled to publish
almost as many little works as there are subjects
for instruction ; hence the poor man who sighed for
religious information required in reality a small
library, which he had to acquire at an expense often
beyond his means. ; '

The work which we now present to the public
will, we trust,remedy to a certain extent the evil in
question. The instructions it conveys embrace
every important question of religion; and whilst
we have dwelt at length on the historical and moral
departments, we have not neglected the dogmatical
and controversial, although a thorough knowledge
of the latter may easily be obtained, even by the
poor, from numerous excellent and cheap works,
which in self-defence Catholics have been compelled
to publish.

‘Whilst we are fully sensible of the many defects
to be found in our compendium of Christian in-
struction, we trust that with all these, and they may
be numerous, it will be found useful to those into
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whose hands it may chance to fall; and beg leave
to hope that our readers will attend more to our
matter than our manner, when they are informed
that these instructions have been thrown together
during the occasional hours which we could steal
from sleep, or from the toils and anxieties ever at-
tending a laborious and extensive mission. Our
merit in the matter is indeed little. If we have
made the illustrious Bishop of Montpellier deliver
his valuable instructions, in intelligible English, to
an English audience, we merely flatter ourselves
that we have done something to promote the glory
of God and the welfare of God’s children ; and if
we have thus far really succeeded, we shall be quite
satisfied, and trust to have a small share in the re-
ward promised to those who instruct others unto
Justice. _

‘We have now only to add, that we are very
grateful to the reverend and learned gentleman who
is at the head of our ecclesiastical seminary, for the
valuable aid he has given us in the revision of this
work, which we trust will do him no discredit; and
we submit this, and whatever else we have written,
to the better judgments of our Bishops, but espe-
cially to the Holy See, anxiously desirous to think
nothing, to say nothing, to teach nothing, but what
is approved of by those to whom the sacred deposit
of faith has been committed, — those who watch
over us, a3 being to render an account to God for
our souls. — Hebrews xiii. 17.

Dunpkg, Feast of the Assumption, 1851.
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THE CHRISTIAN RELIGION.

PRELIMINARY CHAPTER.’

GENERAL IDEA OF RELIGION.

QUESTION. What is the most important business of men in
this world ? :

AnsweR. To know God and Jesus Christ, and to know them-
selves ; that is, to know what they are; for what end they exist ;
what they will become after this life, and what they must do to
secure true happiness,

Q. Give us some general idea of the truths of religion.

A. These may be reduced to the following — there is one
God, infinitely l;:erfect, subsisting in three persons; this God is
the Creator of heaven and earth. Angels and men are the most
K:rfect of God’s creatures; he created them to render them

ppy in the enjoyment of himself. Some of the angels remained
attached to God, others abandoned him; the first are and will be
happy with him eternally, and God employs them for the execu-
tion of his orders; the second have rendered themselves miser-
zble for eternity, and form what we may call the society of

God created man and woman to make them happy as ange
without subjecting them to death; he created them in a state of
holiness and justice, and engraved his law on their hearts, so
that they knew well what they ought to do, and had great facility
in the accomplishment of their duty. They were placed in an
abode of delight, called the terrestrial paradise. . '

But instead of folllowing the light of their understandings, ang
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- the inclinntion of their hearts, Eve, the first woman, permitted
herself to be seduced by the devil into an act of disobedience to
God; Adam, the first man, followed her example, and fell with
her. By this disobedience they rendered miserable, not onl
themselves, but their posterity, to whom they transmitted their
#in, as well as its consequences, ignorance —a tendency to
evil —the enmity of God — the inconveniences of life, and the -
necessity of dying. They were banished from the terrestrial
paradise, and would have been lost, had not God shown them
mercy, and had not they themselves done penance. The first -
of God’s mercies to them was the promise of a Redeemer, for
whose coming the world longed during at least four thousand
ears.
y Meantime men, corrupted by the sin of their first parents,
rushed blindly into all kinds of sins and-excesses, to punish
which, God destroyed, by a universal deluge, all men, except
Noah and his family. l};le descendants of these, having again
peopled the earth, became gradually as corrupt as the antedilu-
vians, and God abandoned almost all to their corruption, and
chose Abraham and his posterity alone, as a people to be conse—
crated peculiarly to his service.

This people, descended from one man, composed as it were
of one family, and called first the Hebrew people, and after-
wards the Jews, were the depositaries of God’s law, his worship,
his promises, his prophecies, and God wrought in their favor a
multitude of miracles. These prodigies were wrought chiefly
by the ministry of Moses; through him did God give his law,
engraven on tables of stone, and through him were God’s peo-
I:’\lf t:llglll‘ght the rites and ceremonies of the worship due to the

mighty.

All these favors and wonders did not prevent the Jewish
people from sometimes forgetting God ; he punished them often,
sometimes in one way, sometimes in another; yet, notwithstand-
ing all, they remained generally disorderly subjects to Heaven.

At length, the Redeemer of men arrived at the time foretold
by the prophets; this Redeemer is the Son of God, made man in
the womb of a virgin; this God-man is called Jesus Christ;
who, after having taught men, by his examples and instructions,
what they ought to do to attain happiness, — after having proved
his mission and his Divinity by miracles, and reconciled fallen
man with God bg his death on the cross,—and after having
bqen laced dep. in the sepulchre, rose triamphantly on the
third day, remained on earth forty days instructing his disciples,
and then before their eyes ascended to heaven. %‘en days a Yor
this, he sent his Holy Spirit upon his disciples assembled or
this, by his order, in the city of Jerusalem. Moses had engr en
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-the law of God only on stone, but this Holy Spirit engraves it
now on the living tablet of the heart. From this moment the
disciples of Christ, the chief of whom were the twelve apostles,
announced to the Jews, and when they rejected it, to all the
people of the earth, the Gospel which Christ had taught them,
of the truth of which they were witnesses. Their preaching,
supported by innumerable miracles, and sealed with the blood
of millions of martyrs, rendered also efficacious by the Holy
Spirit of God, converted the greater part of the world, in spite
of all earthly opposition, animated by that of the devil. Nay,
even the very powers that, humanly considered, should have
been most opposed to Christianity, became subject to its in-
fluence. i

This society of persons, converted to the faith of Christ by his
apostles and disciples, and guided, or directed, by the lawful
successors of the apostles, is called the Catholic Church. It is
a visible society, which has ever, and will ever subsist under the
guidance of Christ, as its invisible head ; and under the direction
of the Pope, who is its visible head, the vicar of Christ, and the
lawful successor of St. Peter, who is aided by the bishops and
other ministers, for the edification of the body of Christ.

The Catholic Church has ever been, and ever will be distin-

ished from all other societies calling themselves churches, by
g:-xrs marks, which are its pecu]jar properties. %‘llllese marks l::loi
umity, sanclity, catholicity, and apostolicity. ese we 8
ex;)ilyain afte'lt'yevards inw:ilzmil. Fr}o,:l thtgd?{irst moment of -her
existence to the present, the Church has ever been engaged in
spiritual warfare, and this combat will be her lot until the end
of time. But she has ever, and shall forever triumph over her
enemies ; the gates of hell shall never prevail against her ; she
shall be ever animated by the Holy Spirit, aided and fortified
by Christ her chief, who promised to guide her securely through
the stormy assaults of this world, until the consummation of

time.
This holy society, which commenced on earth, shall not be
_consummated or perfected, until, at the end of the world, it take
possession of heaven. Previous to that general consummation,
each individual who dies, appears before God to be judged, and,
according to his spiritual condition, has heaven, or purgatory,
or hell appointed for his abode; but when the number of the
elect shall be completed, all men shall rise from the dead, and
Christ shall come again to judge them; after this general judg-
ment there will be no purgatory, the good body and soul shall
be with God forever in heaven, and the wicked body and soul
shall be forever inmates of hell. .
We call the good, those Christians who lead upon earth lives

~
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conformable to the law of Ged; and we call the wicked these
whose lives are opposed to his law and will. To be good, we
must be detached in heart from sin, and attached in affection to
God; 